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Sh. Harpal Singh Sirohi, S/o Sh. Pritam Singh, Advocate, Registered
House No 239, Sector 21 A,
Chandigarh.M : 9417317700 ....Appellant
Vs

Sh Gurjinder Bainipal,

Distt Revenue Officer-cum-Public Information Officer,
O/o Deputy Commissioner,

Ludhiana.

Sh. Rahul Chabba, IAS

First Appellate Authority —cum-
Addl. Deputy Commissioner (Gen.)
Mini Secretariat, Ludhiana.

Public Information Officer
o/o Joint Sub Registrar,
Sahnewal, District Ludhiana ...Respondents
Appeal Case No. 990/2021
ORDER
This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 5.1.2022 vide

which the order in this case was reserved to be pronounced.
2. The appellant has sought the following information as per his RTIl application

dated 13.2.2020:-

Sale deed vasika no. 13497 dt-13.11.2006 of v. Mangli Neechi was
executed and impounded by Sub Registrar Ludhiana (East) in the CWP
No. 9704 of 2010, The Punjab and Haryana High Court, Chandigarh vide
its order dated 01.09.2015, quashed the order of Smt. Kamal Preet Kaur

rar as well as of Commissioner of Punjab, Patiala and reduced the rate of]
deficiency of stamps and ordered to deposit half the amount to the tune of
Rs. 37350/- which were deposited on 26.03.2012 in the Treasury Punjab.
In compliance of order of Punjab and Haryana High Court, The Sub )
Registrar, Sahnewal under whom the jurisdiction of V. Mangli Neechi
falls at present, assessed the balance deficiency of stamps to the tune of
Rs. 39935/- which were deposited on 25.10.2016 in Treasury Punjab.
Copy of sale deed is not released to me so far in spite of so many

representations and legal notice, -""1
ast representation was given to your office vide receipt no 24652 dated
3.6.2018, 2903 dated 18.6.20] 8. and then vide registered letter Dated
2.07.2 . Same date application was also given to Finnacial

ommissioner Punjab, who vide End. No 24/29/19-S.T.2/ 6868

handigarh dated: 25/7/2019, send the application dated 2.7.2020 to your

ffice and asked you to send the action report. —

our office vide letter no 2247. HRC dated 31.7.2019 asked me to send
he copies of Challans and copies od order of Deputy Commissioner

udhiana and order of high court, in response there to I vide registered
letter dated 14.08.2019, send all required documents. But no action has

en taken
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3. The appellant filed the first appeal before the First Appellate Authority on 5.10.2020
and filed the 2™ appeal before the Commission on 17.2.2021 accordingly the notice of
hearing was issued to the parties for 26.4.2021 but due to administrative reasons the case
was fixed for hearing on 31.5.2021.
4, During the hearing on 31.5.2021, the following order was passed on 31.5.2021:-

“2. A reference has been received from the Deputy Commissioner, District
Ludhiana vide which the Joint Sub Registrar, Sahnewal is directed to supply the
information, which is taken on record. Also a reference has been received from the
Public Information Officer-cum-Joint Sub Registrar, Sahnewal, District Ludhiana,
which is taken on record. Since, the officials of the respondent department are on
strike, therefore, the case is adjourned. A copy of the reference received from the
Public Information Officer-cum-Joint Sub Registrar, Sahnewal is being sent along
with this order to the appellant with an advice to go through the same and file the
rejoinder, if any, before the next date of hearing.”

and the case was adjourned for 12.7.2021.

5. During the hearing on 12.7.2021, the following order was passed :-

“2. The appellant has sent the rejoinder through email, which is taken on record.
The appellant also states that he has deposited the deficiency of stamps duty as has
been conveyed by the Sub Registrar Sahnewal through challan on 25.10.2016 and
since then he is filing the complaints to the Deputy Commissioner, Financial
Commissioner as well as to the Sub Registrar Sahnewal (where the sale deed was
registered) to release the sale deed and to sanction the mutation. Furthermore the
appellant states that the copy of sale deed has been supplied to the appellant on
17.4.2021 after filing the RTI application but till date he has not been supplied the
action taken on the complaints filed by him and the action taken by the
Kanugo/Patwari halga to sanction mutation on the basis of sale deed. He also
requested that a stern action be taken against the respondent-Public Information
Officer.

3. Since nobody is present on behalf of the respondents due to strike by the
officials of the respondent authority, therefore, the case is adjourned. A copy of the
rejoinder filed by the appellant is being sent along with this order to the Public
Information Officer o/o Joint Sub Registrar, Sahnewal, District Ludhiana with the
directions to file the reply/supply the information viz a viz rejoinder filed by the
appellant failing which the penalty provisions will be invoked on the next date of
hearing.

4, Also the appellant is directed to place on record the copies of representations
sent to the Deputy Commissioner/Financial Commissioner for consideration.”

And the case is adjourned for 10.8.2021.
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6. During the hearing on 10.8.2021, the following order was passed:-
“The case has come up today. The appellant is absent. Sh. Ranjit Singh, Naib Kanugo
is present on behalf of the respondent. The respondent is directed to inform the
appellant about the status of the mutation and action taken on the legal notice
dated 30.7.2019 before the next date of hearing and the case was adjourned for
9.9.2021”

7. During the hearing on 9.9.2021, the following order was passed:-

“2. The appellant state that he has filed the complaints to the Deputy
Commissioner, Financial Commissioner as well as to the Sub Registrar Sahnewal
(where the sale deed was registered) to release the sale deed and to sanction the
mutation. Furthermore the appellant states that the copy of sale deed has already
been supplied to the appellant on 17.4.2021 after filing the RTI application but till
date he has not been supplied the action taken on the complaints filed by him. He
also states that one copy of the legal notice was sent by the Deputy Commissioner,
Ludhiana to the Joint Sub Registrar Sahnewal but no action was taken by the
Kanugo/Patwari halga to sanction mutation on the basis of sale deed. He also
requested that a stern action be taken against the respondent-Public Information
Officer.
3. The representative of the respondents on behalf of the Public Information
Officer o/o Deputy Commissioner, Ludhiana and the representative of the
respondents on behalf of the Joint Sub Registrar Sahnewal, Ludhiana did not given
any satisfactory reply.
4. The perusal of the file shows that in this case, application for information was
filed by the appellant on 13.02.2020 but after lapse of more than one and a half
year, incomplete information has been given to the appellant so far. It is, thus
apparent from the response of the respondent-Public Information Officer that there
has been delay in providing the information. Appellant had also suffered financial
loss in getting the information. There are systemic deficiencies in the manner of
receiving and disposing of applications. The department still does not appear to be
properly tuned to the performance of its obligations enshrined under the RTI Act.
5. | am, therefore, of the view that ends of justice would be met by awarding a
sum of Rs. 10000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand only) by way of compensation to the
Appellant. This amount shall be payable from the State Exchequer and has to be paid
by the Public Information Officer o/o Deputy Commissioner, Ludhiana before the
next date of hearing as the RTI application was addressed to him and the action has
to be taken by the Deputy Commissioner office on the legal notices as well as on the
reference sent by the Financial Commissioner, Revenue, Punjab which is being
sought by him.
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6. Also the respondent-Public Information Officer o/o Deputy Commissioner,
Ludhiana is directed to file the reply/supply the specific information as has been
sought by the appellant before the next date of hearing. Also the Public Information
Officer o/o the Joint Sub Registrar, Sahnewal is directed to file the reply/supply the
information on the legal notice sent to him by the office of the Deputy
Commissioner, Ludhiana before the next date of hearing failing which the punitive

action will be initiated on the next date of hearing. “

And the case was adjourned for 5.10.2021 and on the said date due to non
compliance of the order dated 9.9.2021, the show cause notice was issued to the
respondent-Public Information Officer o/o the Deputy Commissioner, Ludhiana for
imposition of penalty and the directions were issued to him to comply with the order dated
9.9.2021. The case was further adjourned for 2.11.2021 and again for 22.11.2021.

8. During the hearing on 22.11.2021 due to non compliance of the order and non
payment of the compensation amount as was awarded and after consideration the
compensation amount was increased from Rs.15000/- (Rupees fifteen thousands only) to
Rs.25,000/- (Rupees twenty five thousands only). The case was adjourned for 15.12.2021
and again for 5.1.2022.
9. On the said date i.e. 5.1.2022, the representative of the respondents handed over
the bank draft amounting to Rs.25000/- (Rupees Twenty five thousands only) by way of
demand draft bearing No. 020240 dated 29.12.2021 and a photo copy of the same has
already been taken on record. Also the Public Information Officer o/o the Deputy
Commissioner, Ludhiana filed the specific written reply regarding the sought information,
which was also taken on record. After hearing both the parties, the order in this case was
‘RESERVED’ to be pronounced.
10. The reply filed by the respondent-Public Information Officer o/o the Deputy
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Commissioner, Ludhiana is reproduced below:-

wdft | iaft ot wesr fést wz el wesr
wHy
1 What authentic action has been taken v #f ¥ yuz 28t vowmz bt 1362018

on representation was given to your 7 fa o wege few fdhine2os § yus
office vide receipt no.24652 dated e m'm @ ot v afReE G
13.6.2018 ,2903 dated 18.6.2018 ang | Yo T U509 Swosno AR Hadtor2018
then  vide  registered  letter  dated =0 W KA =t h
2.7.2019 and . A iy ¥8 B wet vouniz idthias2019 's'"
2, ..’ ] and registered ',”"_' dated | oomm 257 2019 widt wu § fen evse @
14.8.2019 same date application was | oo fZganar Sty 22009 adt st adld
also given to Financial Commissiocr aedt ol 2 i @ aR v wie @
Punjab who vide End No.24/29/19. g dtdl et sihifin wddt wy @3 mius’
ST.2/6868 Chandigarh dated 25.7.2019 you yuz J= 3 fon ewss @ U39
Wital uction has been iken on i Wil | So2es tewarlt - 2492000 o
| action has been taken on legal notice of e "fj""“'d"’ wodes W 3 fowa
| T N . dy A fde e mdt fsy R fomr s
Abhiraj Singh Bawaja legal notice
dated 30.7.2019 2 fin 3 feme fEtsor209 § yus 02
. s ' dos Bfen & adt few ewzw € U39 |
’ Swgany waward fudt 2492021
ot serfe we ofneed wades @ W
g fame 3

|
2 ‘Why sale deed vasika no.13497 d¢ | #ie ':' ahireas ’gg'\"ﬁ & fole
13.11.2006 of Village Mangli Neechi ™0HT S 6ud13497 113.11.2006
it ¥8 fdticaz021 § ol Tu forr fomr

has not been realeased to us and 4
|

mulu?i(m (fl' the plot has ‘r,ml been | o v ww it 228 Aw ol a5 a3
sanctioned in our name so far? s & e w3 aee few foor 387
1 frem ys gu 3 ¥ fa wadinae »fls
gour ot fft worad?t 1 |

11. Also the Naib Tehsildar, Sahnewal sent the written reply and the relevant portion of
the same is reproduced below:-
“Quias fem 3 »y <8 IT gt & use JIe IT fem Te39 € U39 du9
36 M3 16.4.2021 T TBar TgaueeTdt 3 €33 a9e AEUT fefrmr famr
H | addineedt @8 fésas madt fouge fifst 6.9.2021 ferm w39 f&s um
st fiam St it fem UST a7 Hie S9) »iy § BOet w3 SIet aroeret fig
3t At J1”

12. It is also a fact on record that the appellant has already received an original copy of

Wasika from the respondents.
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13. Keeping in view the specific reply submitted by the respondents, the Commission is
of the view that no further action is required to be taken in this case. Hence, the case is
disposed of and closed.
sd
Dated: 12.1.2022 (Suresh Arora)

Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.



